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COMMON BORROWINGS IN LAZ AND ADJARIAN DIALECTS

The geographical position of Georgia as well as its political, linguistic or cultural

treasures have always been a subject of concern to its close and far neighbors. Famous or

unknown historical, linguistic and ethnographic peripetia, associated with all corners of the

country, represent the most valuable research and educational materials. In this regard, the

most interesting issue to discuss is the Black Sea region and the colloquial dialects of its
inhabitants — the Laz and the Adjarian.

Historically, a lot of common borrowings have been preserved both in Laz and
Adjarian dialects under the influence of the Turkish language. This process is not new either
from a phonetic or semantic point of view. However, the influence of the Turkish language
was so strong that its lexical borrowings can still be found in spoken Georgian language. The
dominant position is mainly occupied by those borrowings that have no analogues in the
Georgian language. That's why this type of lexical units still exists.

The interesting fact is that identical borrowings can be found both in Laz and Adjarian
dialects. So, did not we have or lose the corresponding matchings in Georgian?

The Laz people, living in modern Turkey, often use Turkish borrowings despite the
fact that many lexical borrowings have the Laz matchings. The speakers of these two
languages often find it difficult to adhere to this linguistic rule and refer to the dominant
language correspondences. Thus, the native Laz dialect goes backwards, what narrows the
linguistic area of the Laz users. As a result, the Turkish official language has advanced, filling
the entire linguistic vacuum (school, street, television, education institutions ...).

Our attention has been focused on common borrowings from the Turkish language in
Laz and Adjarian dialects on the modern Georgian territory, as well as their phonetic

variation, common and distinctive features.



The following unchanged lexical units have entered Laz and Adjarian dialects:

Laz; (bokhcha)  Adj; (bokhcha) - Turkish; (bohca) (Georg; shekvra, paketi —
“packaging”)

Laz; (boia) Adj; (boia) - Turkish; (boya) Georg; (sagebavi — “paint”)

Laz; (iasagi)  Adj; (iasagi) - Turkish; (yasak) Georg; (akrdzalva — “ban”)

Laz; (buregi) Adj; (buregi) - Turkish; (borek) Georg; (namtskhvari — “cookies”)

Laz; (mudiri)  Adj; (mudiri) - Turkish; (mtdiir) Georg; (direktori — “director”)

CHANGING BORROWINGS:

Laz; (mubaregi) = Adj; (mubareki) - Turk; (mubarek) Georg; (kurtkheuli, tsminda,
dalotsvili — “saint”)

Laz; (oka) Adj; (okha) - Turk; (okka) Georg; (tsonis sazomi erteuli — “weight
unit”)

Laz; (riski)  Adj; (rizgi) - Turk; (risk) Georg; (tsili, khvedri — “share”)

Laz; (fakiri)  Adj; (fakhiri) - Turkish; (fakir) Georg; (gataki — “poor”)

The derived verbs, existing in Turkish - only a root of a noun + an auxiliary verb, have
entered the Laz and the Adjarian, and the Georgian affixes were added as well:

Laz; (o-del-u) Adj; (ga-del-eb-a) Turk; (deli olmak) Georg; (gagizheba — “go crazy”)

Laz; (o-zarkhosh-u)  Adj; (ga-zarkhosh-eb-a) Turk; (sarhosolmak) Georg; (troba —
“intoxication”)

Laz; (o-fishman-u) Adj; (da-fishman-eb-a) Turk; (pisman olmak) Georg; (sinanuli —
“regret”)

Borrowings also include various phonetic changes, expressed in the form of vowels and

consonants.



