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Levan Kochlamazashvili
TOWARDS THE HATTIAN TOPONYM “RUlahz(a)

Abstract

The paper deals with the Hattian toponym URVlahz(a). The problem of trans-
lation of Hattian toponym in Hittite texts is studied in the following paper. In our
opinion the form lahza is formed with the root of lah- denominating “mountain”
and with the suffix —za that has the meaning of collectivity. The form has been
translated in Hittite such as lihz(-in). Hattian lah- root has its own correspon-
dences in the Caucasian languages: Svan. lax-w “mountain” (kartvelian group
of languages) and Ubykh [‘ax-a (Abkhaz-Adyghe group of languages). The
suffix -z(a) corresponds to suffix -et/-at with the same meaning of collectivity
in the Kartvelian languages (Georgian.: Kax-et-i, Mesx-et-i etc. Kolkhian Zan-
at-i, Abed-at-i, Xup-at-i and etc.).

Thus, we can conclude that Hattian toponym Lahza has got the meaning of
“Mountains”.
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