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Tamar Matiashvili

CLAY IMPRINTS OF TSIKHIAGORA

Abstract

The research is dedicated to clay pieces with seal imprints found in the
Thikhiagora Temple. The Thikhiagora Temple complex is located 40-45 km.
northwest of Thilisi on the right bank of the River Mtkvari near the village of
Kavtisxevi (Eastern Georgia) Excavations carried out in the area revealed that
Thikhiagora is a burial mould-like hill with the following characteristics: height
— 12 m, space-40mX100m.

The large temple complex surrounded by a wall with towers and outposts
was built On the hill at the end of the IV and the beginning of the Il century B.C.
It consists of a temple, a granary, a wine cellar, a bakery, a refectory and dwell-
ing buildings.

The variety of forms and subjects of the clay imprints of Tsikiagora, and
the style and manner of expression reflect the influence of the cultures of Achae-
menid Iran and the Middle East as well as that of Greece. In many cases peculi-
arity of pictures and the manner and style of their performance having no ana-
logues among the known fine art pieces suggest the possibility of their local
origin.

In the account of 1986 Tsikiagora fieldwork archaeologist Giorgi Tskitish-
vili considers the fragments of clay imprint as a part of The wall plastering. In
the same year excavations were carried out in the northeast corner of the burnt
down Auxiliary room No 10, in which thick ruined debris of approx. 3 meters
completely covered the stone layer of the wall. Considering the fact that clay
imprints had been previously found in this area the ruined mass was cleaned
with extreme care. Crockery fragments of different size were found at approxi-
mately 3 meters above the floor level. This made the professionals involved in
the excavation think that the earthenware had been brought down from the sec-
ond floor by the collapsed roofing between the storeys. And as most of the frag-
ments represent parts of special vessels for keeping cheese it is supposed that
the upper space must have once been a store-room. A big piece of plastering
with an imprint of four girders on the reverse was found almost stuck to the
eastern wall of the auxiliary room No 10. We say “stuck” because the space
between the piece and the wall with its obverse side the imprint was considered
to have fallen from the ceiling. The main pieces found on the floor along the
wall plinths are considered to have been part of the decoration of the wall and
the ceiling plastering, which according to Mr. Tskitishvili must have rimed the
ceiling. Each group clay fragments found in the ruined matter has imprints of
the same seal differing from those of the others. Fragments of clay imprints
found in the wine cellar covered lips of large wine vessels, which allows us to
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define them as a bullas. The clay fragments with imprints found in the auxiliary
room 21 are also considered to be door-locking bullas.

No proof of clay imprints has been recorded in chronologically synchro-
nous monuments of Georgia (Samadlo, Nastakisi). However lots of clay im-
prints have been found in the Dedoflis Gora materials, chronologically belong-
ing to the after Tsikhiagora period and are considered bullas by those having
excavated the place.

Our presumption is that some of the Tsikhiagora clay imprints represent
bullas, whereas others belong to part of the ceiling plastering. The great majority
of bullas was found in the auxiliary room 10, the upper floor of which is thought
to have been a store-room because of the amount of fragments of clay earthen-
ware found there. It is also obvious that a large number of bullas there has
been preserved by the fire at the time.

According to the cultural layer the clay imprints of Tsikhiagora were dated
by the Il century B.C.

boggsbder boBdgggdo: (30bgoam@ol LoGoddm gmddagbo, sbsdgwo
00bsby, Boog Mol Msxdgbdgoo, Logbmg®gdgemo boggdmdgdo.

Key words: The Tsikheagora Temple Complex, sealed on the clay,clay
vessals, imprint, store leger, excavations.
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bgkoms mgloms (390@ g9, 1979: 103).  3o69d9b0L wodgkogs
dobligbgdyemos s3Mgmgg, mdgol d0dmosdoi — 059480089 oGO
> 36949 dgkoms dgboms™.

bodo@mgganml Lobsdwgoggdo sbsdgkoosh mobols g@sadgbd-
0o sdmhgbs  obosgm@ols Lo@odde  3mddgmgdlols LobJ@mbeyyan
dgagdby — bodsam, ob boliogobo o@ gofloGegds. 3obos-
3000l Lo@od®m 3mddggdlols JOambmamyoy®se dmdpggbm, d3.§.
I Loygnbol II bobgg@ols wo ob.§. I Loyggybol dggerols ,,0g0m9-
ol ge@ol Lobsbgols bsbpadgggddo 3o oo Gomgbmbdom
>0l swdmbgbogno  mobols  @@sadgbBgoo  Lbgowslbgs  Lodgk-
53960l sbodgdgdom, @MImgdlisig  dgamol  asdmb@gargdo
by gdo doohbgggb (poamdody..., 1991: 47-48).

-227 -



»09Mxeols am@ol* degdo 0s305bmo Bm@doms s bmdom
9O00Isbgmobogob  goblbgoggdosh.  9dgBgbmds  s@ol 3oy
bemdol  Jmddygomgdygeo  gomadol, G®Imgdlsg  dgdm@bgbogro
odgm dbbgogno ob (gdoao 3sbsgol 3gogmo.  dyangdols dzoMy
bofoo Fomdmoagbl obosam@ols Jbgogl 9xm®dm, dOFYgm,
dobAoen  wobols  bak@gdl, @mIamgdlsi M9390Lhby  Gowsi
bogmol, ggo@ols ob  godmol  gygmbol  ggogmo  gBymds.  s@ols
doagomo mobol bodg®oi Lodgkoogol obsdgkmom, @mdgeroi
aosmglbogro oy mobols  &y@danol 300bg.  ygzgms  dyms
3odmdFgoM0s Lobobergdo dmdbps@o bobddols O™, dyangdby
Ssmdgdomo 5bsdgkogdbo JoMomspse oo bmdols mgsmy®d o6
FOoga3o@osb  Lodgdwoggdl  gg9wgbol.  sdol @odpgbody
LYo 3gmbedodosbo Lodgdoogol sbsdgdwoi, Gmdangdoi dglod-
e dM0byxomlb Lobgau@osh Lodgdoogms sbodgdwgdls Yo@mdmag-
39696. 9L @0l wobols dyagdo, MM3germs Jmdol bsFoenbg s@ols
5020e0MdM030 oo  bemdol  Lodgdosegms  sbodgdgdo, swyo-
@mddog  @F3960-Fo®dmoagbgdmsb s 3ogdodgdyemo,  bdodew
359890500 Loygkg@gdom, bofoabyg - @mdsymo gg9dgdol  obo-
b9k0g00, Logmggmmemp  as3M39ergdaeo  asdmbsbyangdgdom:
Loangbols bogmsdo, mdgsgns, BoOFYbs, doggs s sbjargdombo ©s
bbgs (xogobodgogno, 2015: 7).

0obols BA53396@¢gd0 Lodgkoagms sbodgkoggom smdmhgbognos
3MO5dodol  dm@z0L mbgdbgi, @mdgaoi sbggg  bsgyee@em
dgaeo©  s@ol  dohbgyaro s  moGomegds dg.§. VI-IV L.
dmA (3308 mbgdbg M@0 gY@ YG Yo Ggbs ysombods.  boggdmdes,
Amdaols boby@gggdomsiz ogm Fomdmdbogno 3o@ggmo 9w @-
O@0  Qgbs, oboEa®gdyamo ogm baobd@ologsb. mobols dy@-
dgo  ©o  Fgargbogemdol  g@spdghHaoos  aGbrobogysbss
©0g8mAOIoMgdygmo. bspgdbmdol dows Jgomol hOogmgmn  bo-
Yogrdo o hO@ognm-slogmmgm  ggmbgdo sdmhgbogros  dom-
Jodols g gbognmdols B@sad96@9d0 mgm®o Lowgdsgol jgsgom,
boggdbmdols 39b@@sey@ bofoado ImIFgeobm gg@ols mobolsysb
652900 3900l m@dol 3mogdos, oz s@dmbbos Mo dydkgeno
dgBoe mogolgdydo s 9hgggeem Gm®dgdbom, m@0gg domysbo
095d0bgdyao  Bm@dolbss, ©obgdgHomo s domby bgdmsb
sdgdfoeos  Lggagemo  3m@3gbosbo  3s@ods  jmdmdgdo. o3
99bodo sedmhbes dg. §. VI - IV boyggygbggdobomgol wodsbslios-
0959800 390530308 BASA896Hgd0 s M@0 dyes, AMIgae by
daggomo gem®dol Ladgdsgom ghmo s 03039 godmbobymgdss
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053 9gbx gMdy swdgdomo (3gdggeosbo, 1999: 71-81). gl dyengdo
05300 balbosmomn  3obosgm@ols bos@ed®m  3mddagJbdo  sdm-
hgbogn dyangdl gdlgogligdosh.

doygbgoge oo JOmbmmmaoygdo Lbgsmdobls, hggb dsobg
330bs 5@gbodbmm gHogol Gg@odm@osby, 3g@dme s@3shosdo
>mdmbgboeno sbadgdgdo moboby (d3.F. V swolifergyano). dgenm-
93560l Loggarg @eoy®ol as3mygbgdom yggaoby oMo wogod-
Lodgoygmo s @omsMowgdygmos  sbadgdwgdo 9.¥. ,wodfgem0
Lobgoob®. o 05@o3bg, yon3obGye Jpymds@gmdsdo smdmhbos
bbgowolbgs d@dgemmsb, Lodgogmmmsb ©s Lbgs 0bggb@odmsb
9omo©  mobol  3b®sdgBo  dyms s mobol  Ggs  @obgm,
OmIgdby3 owdgdwomos gOmo ob dgBo Lsdgdwogol sbsdgdwo
(005M0@Egds 230560 Joasgols 3gHomwom).

5@M35h00l  5bodgdgdo  oymRBomos  dsasgols 05 2530
3900mEols xauBgdoE. aogMs 3gMomwoli ¥ayxngdo boliosmnwgds
3gbmggegdo Im@ogom, Lbgswslbgs @m@dol (3Gagsmo, mob-
390bgeo) sbsdgdwgdom (goggs0g, 1992: 53), @mIengdoi oboo-
3060L 5b509%@gdols Jbpogls @odpgbyx gmdy Igmdgds  mobol
o9 g6 by.

LEo@ool 53@m®o sbodgdwosh mobol g@sydgbBgdl dmoblig-
60gdl oy gdoE s SMSgoms®o Jmbabmgds o@ s@ol godmm -
9o domo bbgs ©obodbymgdols gbabgd. s m@o Labols dgeoss
s@dmbgbogno: 30Mg9emo, MMIgeoi mobol yybosl Fo®ddmawagbls,
Lo ®dogo bobg®g@om s bmbdols ggomom, dgmeg — obosam@ols
daegdols Abpsglo gbgdo moboli Ljgeno godmgoGgdo Log@dogo
bobg®gBHol s bmb@ol jgomols gomgdy.

sM35hogen 56569k gdl JOmbmmmaoy@sm gobarmgogds Lo-
Jodmggemdo  sOyberml  bodmbsbgmodby sedmbgbogro  mobols
b9y (dg. §. VI=V soslfangyaro). 53 dgdmbgggedo bobobd@e-
ol bgdme badmgbo mobols boggdo  odgkwogmos G goe0
Qm®dol  bodgdosgom, @mdgebgi  o®@dols s IGHo3gdgEr0

3bmggeol godmbobyangdgdos swdgdoano. Lodfgbosdme dyaol
0939™L0 dgaaol godmb@gel s@Jgmamyy Godogee hydobodgoels
05305 bEo@0gddo o ofal s gdomo. 0go byl sbogmpogdls
30g@mdl ggmmgngdo sedmbgboa mobol dymgdbmsb ©s dom
dbaoglo, >OYbanml oygaalsi dy@ddarol olsdgde  dyensw
doohbggls (hydobodgogana, 1968: 60); (hydobodgoaro, 1967: 39, God. I,
byg@. 2-3).
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d@daol slsdgkw dyamse s®ols dohbgyano bemgang-am@sby VI
3960l 9.7, »3bgMobmsggdosh” mmsbdo s@dmbgbomo dgas. dymsby
350 Y@0s  3odmbobyao, @MIganoi ,doges hod@owo®, g.0. 0b@e-
0mbgdyg@opss  s@dgdoomo 30@by. dygmsls dodysmods @mao-
Joxobodg K39bols s o s@dmbgboamo mobols Lsdgdwsgols dobgrgom
d3.{. XIII b-000 sms@ogmgdl. 33309350 domomgdymo o3l 3. 3go@ol
dog® 3080399690900, @g@bsdo  smdmbgbogno  Abysglo  mobols
o9 gb0 s Lodgkooggdo, GMdagdoz  aodmyggbgdgemo oym  bge-
©olbgs Lobols @sbodbyergdols dg@denolis ©s jm@megools ©sbs-
dgdoE (mmndogsbodg, 1969: 6); (3go, 1957: 83-95).

hggbmgol Loob@g@glims grygimbobols s do@m3g@ol dmbisbmyg-
5900 Lobobyg@o dymgdol ©obodbygamgdols dglobgd, @mIganls
0b00Mgdl  Jgmggeb wxogobodgomo 9@dboliols bodsmsdomby ow-
dmbgbogo Lobobymo dyamol gobbogngols @M.

09390L900L dobgogom dsM3gMds oy gdo M@ JoBgAm@ oS
©adgm. 300390, OMImgdbbgis @ s@ol dgdm@hgboano 3obsgols
obodgkol Mo0dy jgomo s dgm@yg, GMIegdbgi bsmase s@ols
smdgdeogo bmb@ols jgsao.  3oMggeo 3o@gam@ools dyemgdom
069309dmEs BYngdo s hobmgdo, OMIagdlsE gobsxgo 5@ Ldo®-
gomEs  (xogobodgoano, 1982: 122-126); (@oyygmbob, 1960: 35);
(3omM39®, 1973: 42-44).

do@momos,  Loboby®o  dyamgbol  gm@dgdo  goblbgogogds
3obosam@ol s Loghomme, ULbgs 3gBomeols dyangdols gm®-
d900Lo56, dopa@sd Jomo aodmygbgdols 3M0bE030 sadom  yggans
3900mpoliomgol gOmo gbrs gmaoaoym.

Qobdgﬁb. hggbo godoywom, obosgm@ol  Logosd®m  30d3-
m9Jldo sdmhgbogo mobol gOsydgbBgdo dyagdl [o@Imog-
396L,  @oash  dymgdol  YIMeganglmds  smdmhgbogos  Ne10
Lomogbmdo, @mdgols dgm@g Lodoygeo o s@dmhgbogro mobols
d9Odaol Inbwgoggdygmo  GAsadgbGgdol  asdm  Lofymd  Le-
0ogbmE 5@l gosb@gdymo. bybgd®ogos, Lofymd Lomsglbmdo
040 ©0E0 AomEgbmds dymgdols, GmIgdoi 0dEAMObLgads
bobdo®ds gotyo dgdmpgobobe.

3°9mygbgdaemo @odgdsdyds:

sbgo®modo, 1986: 3olidol @sombol s@Jgmenmaoyn@o gJldgooiools
1986 Yaools Loggarg 39domdol sbgys®odo.

sbgo®modo, 1984: 3530l @sombols s@Jgmenmaoyn@o gJldgooiools
1984 {aools Loggarg 39 domdol sbas®odo.
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M53gb0dg godmbobymgds s@ol sdgdogo.
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