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Dodo Gelashvili-Beridze

THE ISSUE OF FINANCING THE NATIONAL COUNCIL BEFORE
RESTORING THE INDEPENDENCE OF GEORGIA
(NOVEMBER, 1917 — APRIL, 1918 )

Abstract

Revolutionary governmental bodies were set up in Thilisi after the revolu-
tion in February-March of 1917. A voluntary association of political parties,
the germ of national authority, inter-national council started functioning at the
beginning of April. Due to the difficult international political situation, when
a war front was close to our country ,when there was a Civil War in Russia and
when South Caucasus including Georgia have been cut ties with Russia, Geor-
gia had to care of itself — the Georgian nation faced the issue to survive physi-
cally. These events played the decisive role in speeding setting up national
political body. The National Congress of all Georgia that gathered on 19 No-
vember, 1917 elected a National Council on November 22 of the same year. The
National Congress has assigned the National Council to administrate the polit-
ical, cultural and economic affairs of the Georgian nation. Georgia didn’t have
an independent national budget. The National Congress adopted a resolution
about financial issues where we can read that future National Council would
be given the right to collect taxes and take a loan voluntarily “to defend Geor-
gian affairs”. On November 28, 1917 special commissions were established to
guide various cases. It included the Financial Commission that should have
the head from the executive committee members. K. Meskhi was appointed to
be the head of the Financial Commission. The National Council often rose the
question of how to strengthen the National Council financially. They com-
plained about a very small donation. That is why the National Council addressed
Georgian patriots, both within the country and abroad, to give their contribution
and render material aid to their Motherland which was in trouble. In addition,
the National Council appealed other measures to strengthen the foundation of
the National Council. In particular, we learn from the National Council Resolu-
tion adopted on March 30, 1918 that "all state and public institution employees
should pay not less than 1% of their salary every month from March” The
National Council did its responsibility with dignity.
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d0BgdL JodoMmogl: ,,mobobdo@  gOmgbyemo Lodkml ©sgsagdols,
0bogobols JoMmggan goko@ms s dMg{ggems AMgdomds Loddma,
4390 Jodmggen godsd 3097390 by Jmbgdolbs s dgdmlogamols 3go-
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Loddml Loggobobliom Lsgdggdl. sliggg woolgs bsgombo, dmd Lgdiools
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Lobgeom  Joo@ml  ggeo  gmggeags®  bog@goodm, bsbmyswm,
390dm s glgoymgdoms s 300mspsh. sbgm dgdmbgggsdo 3@g-
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900l 93600 309booydol Lodkml smdsldrgangdgamo  3mdodg@ob
9300l 3. boygo®geodglomsb gomsw. Logobsblicm gmdolools 36gbogo-
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bogdg  2: 53).
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se. 1, Logdg 12: 119).
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Logoombo g@mgbygemo Loddmlb Lobo@ygdmme. Los®Jogm e jo-
d96@ 3o ggombymmdm: ,,O9Lgmdo Igmgy  JoMmggmgdl bodyo,
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